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Joshua 1:1 – 18

       

      The events in Joshua, one commentator says, cover about 27 years. The time of the “united conquest”, when all of the tribes were in battle together against the inhabitants of Canaan, was about seven years. The year that the conquest began was probably around 1406 B.C., which would have been close to 600 years after Abraham. 

      Bible historians think that Joshua was probably about the same age as Caleb. He was born a slave in Egypt, and from the stories written about him by Moses, it is thought that he must also have had some connection with the military in Egypt. At the first encampment at the border of Canaan, He and Caleb were the only two spies who returned to Moses and the people with the encouragement to pursue God’s will and enter the land. That had been 38 years before, and Joshua, general of God’s army of Israelites, was probably pushing 80 or 85 years old as he took over leadership of the people.

      The book of Joshua tells the story of the fulfillment of God’s promise made to Abraham concerning a land of his own where his people would rule and prosper. Think of the four hundred years spent in Egypt by the descendants of Abraham, waiting for the fulfillment of that promise. We often hear people talk about “20-20 hindsight” and it’s frequently that way with our view of God’s timing. We want Him to come to us with answers to our questions immediately! We begin to wonder if He really cares, but after His will is accomplished and the waiting is over, we begin to see why His timing was so much better than our own.

      God told Joshua three times that he would have to be strong and courageous in order to lead the people. But the courage and the strength would not be his own. He was to be constantly aware of God’s word. God would be the Leader of the leader. Joshua could be strong and courageous for the same reason that we can face every day in confidence. God is with us in every situation, calling upon us to listen to His word and to depend upon His strength.
